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This report is dedicated to all the strong warriors who put in
the work on the Minnesota Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Women's Taskforce. It is specially dedicated to
honor Mysti Babineau and her relentless fight against all
oppression of BIPOC people. Mysti is a powerful survivor
leader and a true force to be reckoned with. Mysti is my
sister, friend, and a huge inspiration to me and to all of our
people. Mysti is a blessing from Creator. A protector of land
and our people. Mysti testified the hearings for the
Minnesota MMIW Taskforce and all the hearings for the
Enbridge Line 3 Pipeline. Mysti is a warrior, and I have the
upmost love, respect, and honor for her.
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Abstract
Missing and Murdered Indigenous women
and people is a crisis that has been plaguing
Indigenous peoples since colonial contact.
Extractive industries have long caused
danger and threat to not only the land and
resources, but to our people as well.
Extractive industries such as Enbridge’s
Line 3 pipeline have a history of oil spills
and a history of making people sick, and
endangering the lives of Indigenous people
in the U.S and Canada. This Study analyzes
survey data, existing research, and aims to
heighten the voices of survivors, grassroots
warriors, and members of the Minnesota
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women’s
Taskforce. This study raises the voices of
these warriors, with the objective to change
the narrative that pipelines are safe. As Pete
Stauber said, “Line 3 is the safest pipeline in
America.'' Is Line 3 as safe as Enbridge and
politicians who support it claim it to be? Has
the trafficking on the ships rally stopped?
This study digs deeper into the issues
surrounding Line 3 and the safety of
Enbridge’s Line 3 pipeline as well as the
history of the ongoing trafficking that is
happening in Duluth, MN on the ships. It
aims to bring light to the human trafficking
and violence surrounding extractive
industries and the shipping industry,
because this is an issue that is being left in
the dark. Indigenous people are not only
fighting to protect the land and natural
resources, but we are also fighting for our
lives and our futures.

Review of Important Literature
“Zuya Winyan Wicayu'onihan: Honoring Warrior Women.” is a
report by Annita Lucchesi, founder of Sovereign Bodies Institute.
This study is the only study done of this nature. No federal, state,
or corporate entity has conducted such an assessment in
preparation for discussions of public benefit from the KXL
pipeline. Zuya Winyan Wicayu'onihan: Honoring Warrior
Women is a report on missing and murdered Indigenous women
and states impacted by the Keystone XL pipeline. It identifies
gaps in healthcare, victim services, law-enforcement capacity, and
community resources that prevent violence or provide critical
support to victims. Lucchesi is a survivor of sex trafficking, she is
the founder of Sovereign Bodies Institute, which is the home of
the MMIWG database. A database that Lucchesi created herself
because no government entity has undertaken such an effort. The
report goes into detailed findings of the links between pipelines
and sex trafficking, the generational effects of violence on
children, and the systematic causes of violence against Indigenous
people including police brutality (Lucchesi, 2019, p.11).
Lucchesi cites a report from the US Department of State stating,
“Any discovery of raw materials will necessarily lead to a large
influx of workers and other individuals, some of whom will create
a demand for the commercial sex industry. Service providers in
areas near camps surrounding large-scale oil extraction facilities,
such as the Bakken oil fields in North Dakota, report that sex
traffickers are exploiting women in the area, including Native
American women (Lucchesi, 2019, p.13).”

In recognition of the increased sexual violence against
Indigenous women and girls due to extractive industries, the
Canadian National Inquiry on Missing and Murdered Indigenous
Women and Girls called on governments to be accountable for
prevention of future instances of this violence, writing, “We call
on all governments and bodies mandated to evaluate, approve,
and/or monitor development projects to complete gender-based
socio-economic impact assessments on all proposed projects as
part of their decision making and ongoing monitoring of projects.
Project proposals must include provisions and plans to mitigate
risks and impacts identified in the impact assessments prior to
being approved (Lucchesi, 2019, p.14).”

In the report “Garden of Truth: The Prostitution and
Trafficking of Native Women in Minnesota.” co-authored by
Melissa Farley, Nicole Matthews, Sarah Deer, Guadalupe Lopez,
Chris Stark, and Eileen Hudon, it was found that out of 105
women who were interviewed half of the women met a
conservative legal definition of sex trafficking which involves
third-party control over the prostituting person by pimps or
traffickers. A total of 86% of the interviewees felt that no women
really know what they're getting into when they begin
prostituting, and that there is deception and trickery involved
(Farley et.al, 2011, p.5).
The authors state that prostitution is a sexually exploitive,
often violent economic option most often entered into by those
with a lengthy history of sexual, racial and economic
victimization. It is important to reiterate that prostitution is only
now beginning to be understood as violence against women and
children. It has rarely been included in discussions of sexual
violence against Native women. It is crucial to understand the
sexual exploitation of Native women in prostitution today in its
historical context of colonial violence against nations. This study
found that there is an extremely high rate of trafficking and
prostitutions in Minnesota, yet very few resources for victims.
The authors recommend and urge state, local, and tribal officials
to review and reconsider their policies toward victims of
prostitution and trafficking. They state that the arrest and
prosecution of victims is counter-productive and exacerbates
their problems. Arresting sex buyers, not their victims, is a more
appropriate policy (Farley et.al, 2011, p.4).

Christine Stark who is featured within this report, has done
extensive research on human trafficking and the exploitation of
Indigenous people. In her report, “Strategies to Restore Justice for
Sex Trafficked Native Women”, Stark historicizes the sex
trafficking of Indigenous women in Central and North America
beginning with Christopher Columbus, extending through the
contemporary prostitution, and trafficking of Native and First
Nation women. Her research is centered upon the violent history
that is deeply embedded into today's society. She uses the historical
background of Christopher Columbus trafficking Indigenous
people on the ships, and highlights the trafficking that is still
happening in the Twin Ports of Duluth, MN and Superior, WI. Stark
proposes change by using a strategy that is not being used to bring
justice to trafficking victims. She lays out the strategy of using civil
litigation as a new way for trafficking victims to receive justice for
the crimes against them, without using the criminal justice system.
Because all too often the criminal justice system fails to protect
victims of human trafficking. Stark's idea of using civil litigation
opens up a whole new avenue for survivors to get justice.
Stark's report details the atrocities of Christopher Columbus.
Columbus and his men raped, abducted, traded, and sold
Indigenous women and girls for sexual exploitation. They were the
first known sex traffickers of the Americas, making the sex
trafficking of Indigenous girls and women a central component of
the colonization of the Americas (Stark, 2019, p.3).

Stark coins the term “gynemutilation,” this term indicating the
extreme sexual mutilation particularly exhibited against Indigenous
women, other women-of-color, and prostituted and trafficked
women. For example, in 1864 at Sand Creek, soldiers killed,
scalped, and mutilated a group of primarily Cheyenne women and
children. The soldiers cut out the Cheyenne women’s private parts
and wore them over their saddle horns and on their hats. Violence
against Indigenous women is fully detailed in the historical findings
of Stark's phenomenal work. Settlers and soldiers committed
violence against Native women, fusing their view of Indian women
as whores with westward expansion (Stark, 2019, p.4).
Stark's case study on Duluth, MN needs to be highlighted and
uplifted, the facts that Stark reports may be difficult for people to
read. Stark writes about the connections among waterways, ports,
commerce, and the historical and contemporary prostitution and
trafficking of Native American and First Nation women. It is
important to know that there are eight Anishinaabe reservations in
Minnesota and Wisconsin that are within 129 miles of Duluth. Also,
Superior, Wisconsin is 6 miles south of Duluth and has an
international port. The Thunder Bay, Ontario port, is 184 miles
northeast of Duluth. Tourism in Duluth generates an estimated
$400 million annually. Because Duluth is a port city and tourist
attraction, Duluth is a hotspot for trafficking. Stark states that due
to the wealth created from the resources and location of
reservations and ports, Duluth is a prime example of geography
informing where, how, and to whom prostitution and trafficking
occur. The Duluth port and surrounding area were and continue to
be the locus for the prostitution and trafficking of Indigenous
women and girls within hundreds of miles (Stark, 2019, p.6).

Starks exploratory report highlights the history of Duluth, MN
and the role the police have in trafficking. Police historically have
ignored the signs of trafficking and exacerbated the issue. From the
1830s to the 1930s, the Canal Park area of Duluth was a Red-Light
District which means that brothels, saloons, and gambling dens
lined the streets of Canal Park. Stark reports that within her
findings of searching police ledgers, Duluth police records from the
era concerning “sporting people,” a term for prostituted women,
pimps, and johns, indicate extensive interactions among police and
“sporting people.” Police ledgers list the race of some arrested
women as “Indian” and their occupation as “Whore”. Stark found
records that document nearly 200 years of prostitution and
trafficking in the Duluth/Superior area with police involvement in
and complicity. Therefore, the police have been actively involved
in furthering colonization against Native people (Stark, 2019, p.7).
The criminal justice system is rooted in the colonization of
Indigenous people and continues to fail Indigenous people. Stark
details a potentially effective legal strategy for Indigenous
prostituted and trafficked women in North America, the strategy
consists of using civil litigation in conjunction with culturally
appropriate support systems for the victims. Civil litigation grants
increased agency and sovereignty of the individual(s) because a
civil lawsuit is filed with the victim as the plaintiff rather than
through the state. In criminal court, prosecutors represent the state
or government rather than the victim, and for Native and First
Nation prostituted and trafficked women, this distinction is
important. By using this strategy victims would hold perpetrators
accountable and obtain practical assistance for themselves and their
families, and the tribe could facilitate healing and prevention
(Stark, 2019, p.14-15).

The report “Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women Task
Force: A Report to the Minnesota Legislature.” includes 20
mandates in five key areas from the task force for the Minnesota
Legislature, state agencies, tribes, and other stakeholders to address
the MMIW injustice.
The Minnesota Missing and Murdered Indigenous Task Force
Report proposes initial transformative actions in the areas of
health, security, justice, and culture. The authors begin the path to
reform with recognizing that the historic violence against
Indigenous communities is more than a criminal justice/public
safety issue. It reiterates the importance of tribal, state, and county
relationships, and the necessity for data sharing in terms of
accessibility, accountability, and uniformity. The report also
addresses the need to provide more help and resources to the
Indigenous women, girls, and two spirit people who are at most risk
of being murdered or experiencing violence and exploitation; these
individuals are often significantly involved with child welfare,
criminal justice, and other systems that therefore have an
opportunity to help (Martin Rogers and Pendleton, 2021, p.7).
When it comes to prostitution and trafficking the report finds that
the perpetrators who exploit Indigenous women, girls, and two
spirit people may also be aware of jurisdictional issues that may
impede investigation and prosecution when Indigenous people are
trafficked in Indian Country. A focus on entertainment and
extractive industries is also warranted due to increased prostitution
and trafficking activity at hotels and casinos; in areas with “man
camps” (e.g., oil fields, mining sites); and large sporting events and
other places where lots of men tend to congregate. Indigenous
people who are being trafficked may not have access to adequate,
trauma-informed, non-judgmental, culturally responsive services
to help them escape from their abusers and heal from the many
negative physical and emotional consequences of being exploited
and abused (Martin Rogers and Pendleton, 2021, p.17).

The following mandates were thoughtfully crafted by the MMIW Task
Force for the Minnesota Legislature, state agencies, tribes, and other
stakeholders to address the MMIW injustice in Minnesota. To uplift
these mandates, they are written here exactly how they are written in
the taskforce report, found on page 13.
1. Create an MMIW office to provide ongoing attention to and
leadership for this issue.
2. Ensure adequate funding and resources to implement these
recomendations.
3. Address systemic racism.
4. Focus on eliminating poverty and meeting basic needs.
5. Produce an annual MMIW report and dashboard to provide an
overview of the MMIW injustice and track changes over time.
6. Ensure state and federal technical assistance and support is
provided so tribes have access to and can fully participate in all
relevant data systems.
7. Support tribes to exercise their sovereignty and increase their
jurisdictional authority to investigate, prosecute, and sentence
perpetrators of violence against Indigenous women and girls
8. Advocate for Congress to pass the 2020 Violence Against Women
Act.
9. Expand Minnesota's Safe Harbor Law to all trafficking victims (not
just those age 24 and younger).
10. Increase personnel and state resources dedicated to addressing the
MMIW injustice.
(Martin Rogers and Pendleton, 2021, p.13)

11. Provide more training and resources, especially in Indian Country
and greater Minnesota, to conduct effective investigations of MMIW
related cases.
12. Ensure that all MMIW related deaths receive an autopsy and are
investigated by a coroner or medical examiner.
13. Strengthen the trauma-informed and victim-centered response of
law-enforcement, courts, and the healthcare system to Indigenous
sexual assault, trafficking, and violence survivors.
14. Address the harm that the child welfare system has done to
Indigenous families and communities.
15. Provide age-appropriate, culturally responsive, trauma informed
education on healthy relationships and consent to all students and
Minnesota’s K-12 schools.
16. Increase awareness of MMIW issues and specific MMIW cases
among the general public.
17. Prevent and reduce the harms of trafficking, sexual exploitation,
and normalized violence for Indigenous women and girls who are at
the most risk of becoming MMIW.
18. Require sex trafficking awareness training and targeted prevention
to Indian country, areas where extractive industries such as oil and
mining camps are located, and casinos and hotels.
19. Ensure that initiatives and decisions related to MMIW and justice
are informed by Indigenous women and girls, especially those who
have lived experiences with violence and exploitation.
20. Promote healing of perpetrators, survivors, relatives, and
communities by supporting culturally responsive, community-led
efforts.
(Martin Rogers and Pendleton, 2021, p.13)

Introduction
As Pete Stauber said “Line 3 is the safest pipeline in
America.” Is Line 3 as safe as Enbridge and politicians who
support it claim it to be? This study digs deeper into the
issues surrounding Line 3 and the safety of Enbridge’s Line 3
pipeline. It aims to bring light to the human trafficking and
violence surrounding extractive industries and the trafficking
that is still happening on the ships in Duluth, Minnesota.
Sex trafficking and extractive industries are linked to the
epidemic of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and
People. This study comes from a survivor’s voice because I
am a survivor of domestic violence, sexual assault, and sex
trafficking. All three directly correlate with the epidemic of
Missing and Murdered Women and People. Because survivors
have critical expertise on the topic it is important for
survivor’s voices to be heard.
This study highlights survivors and Indigenous warriors by
shining light on their fight and resistance. Importantly this
report comes from a survivors point of view and not the
mainstream media, which is often construed. It is important
to raise awareness of the Missing and Murdered Indigenous
Women and People epidemic. It is crucial to raise the
awareness of the dangers that extractive industries and the
shipping industry poses to our land, our people, and future.
Our land, our people, and our futures are in danger.

Methodology
I used a mixed methods approach for this study. I
distributed a survey to people who are involved in the Line 3
resistance, Indigenous and non-Indigenous allies. I also
conducted interviews with survivors, grassroots warriors that
work within extractive industries resistance and climate
change initiatives, Minnesota Senator Mary Kunesh. All of the
warriors I interviewed are members of the Minnesota Missing
and Murdered Indigenous Women's Taskforce. I am
personally involved with MN350 Building a Climate Change,
as a member of the Ogichidaa Namona Circle. This study
qualifies as exempt from IRB because the subjects that took
the survey adults and there is less than minimal risk involved.
I interviewed warriors who will prove the imminent danger
that the land and the people are in while this pipeline is
ripping through our lands. My methodology was largely
focused on finding the strongest warriors in the fight to stop
Line 3, and put an end to human trafficking. All of whom
ended up being members of the Minnesota Missing and
Murdered Indigenous Women’s Taskforce.

Sheila Lamb at Standing Rock fighting for the water and our people
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Survey Data

Figure 1: Percentage of people who have
experienced violence due to extractive industries.

9 OUT OF 10

In this study, 30 people were
surveyed. A total of 61% are
trafficking survivors. 100% of the
respondents are aware of the
links between extractive
industries and human trafficking.
It is crucial to raise the awareness
of the dangers that extractive
industries pose to our land, our
people, and future. Our land, our
people, and our futures are in
danger.

94 percent of people
surveyed, know someone or
have experienced violence
personally in their area,
surrounding extractive
industries.

Demographic
Age Group

89%

Do NOT support the
Enbridge Line 3
pipeline.

40%
30%
20%

33%

10%
0%

18-25

25-40

40+

Put their body on the
line to protect the
land.

Figure 2: Ages of participants.

Enrollment Status

3%

Non-Indigenous Ally
16%

Believe that line 3 is
safe, and that
Enbridge follows
saftey protocols.

Descendant
12%

Enrolled Member
72%

Figure 3: Enrollment status of participants
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Pete Stauber, a MN senator said Line 3 is
the safest pipeline in America.
97 % believe that to be false, and that no
pipelines are safe. Claiming that Line 3 is the
safest pipeline in America, is proven to be
false because the rates of violence
surrounding the pipeline have been
increasing.
Figure 4: Percentage of
people who think pipelines
are safe

Exploitation has been directly linked to
Enbridge workers in an undercover trafficking
sting, where 2 out of state pipeline workers
were arrested for attempting to solicit sex
with minors.

"I was around when Line 3 was first built. You know what happened? We have more
cancer in our areas. We never knew what cancer was. But because of the spills and
the toxins, our people started getting sick. Well guess what? 150 years ago, we never
had cancer because we didn't have anything that was cutting into the ground. And
out there, where it's built, we never had missing mothers, missing sisters, missing
brothers." - Great Grandmother Mary Lyons

Photos from Debwe: Truth Rally at Minnesota Governor Mansion held on 3/6/2021

In a news release that I was interviewed for the media source Truthout, their
investigation found that:
Staffers and advocates with shelters in northern Minnesota are
handling more cases of sexual assault directly linked to
contractors building Line 3, as well as servicing an increase in
calls and reports of sexual harassment at local businesses since
construction started on the Canadian company’s $2.6 billion, 36inch replacement and expansion line in December.
According to state documents obtained by the Minnesota
Reformer, the Violence Intervention Project in Thief River Falls
requested roughly $250 for hotel rooms for at least two women
who say they were assaulted by pipeline workers. The shelter
places survivors in hotels when its emergency shelter is full. But
finding lodging has been increasingly difficult as pipeliners book
up local rooms, says Violence Intervention Project Co-Executive
Director Amy Johnson. The cost of hotel rooms has doubled in
recent months.
In fact, Enbridge is reimbursing at least one nonprofit shelter
for the costs associated with housing victims allegedly assaulted
by pipeliners. State permits for the project stipulated that
Enbridge had to create a public safety fund to cover certain costs
associated with policing pipeline protests as well as anti-human
trafficking efforts in the areas surrounding the construction and
campgrounds where pipeline workers stay. (Rodriguez & Bernd,
2021)

People who feel that
their right to protest has
been violated.
No
23%

Figure 5:
Percentage of
people who's
right to
protest has
been violated.

Yes
77%

"People need an understanding of
the culture of the water protector.
I was on the front lines with
others, only asema (tobacco) in
my hand, in prayer.
We were soon surrounded by a
group in swat gear, directing us to
drop our weapons, the only
weapon we carried was our
medicine for prayer.
Education needs to occur. An
increased accountability within
the justice system needs to
occur."
-anonymous water protector

78%

Have been met with
force while
peacefully
protesting.

72%

Feel that the police
are protecting the
pipeline and not the
people they are
sworn to protect.

95%
Feel that the police
ignore signs of
human trafficking,
and could be doing
more to prevent
exploitation and
trafficking
surrounding
extractive
industries.

Senator Mary Kunesh
Having served as a State Representative since
2017, Mary Kunesh was elected to the MN
Senate in 2020, representing District 41,
communities of the first ring suburbs of
Minneapolis/ St. Paul. As an educator, Mary
retired from her role as a library media
specialist after 25 years’ service.
Mary is the daughter and granddaughter of
members of the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe and
is committed to supporting positive legislation
for our American Indian and marginalized
people in Minnesota. She served as an Assistant
Majority Leader for the DFL Caucus in the
House, and is a founding member of the first
Native American and the POCI (People of
Color Indigenous) Caucus in the Minnesota
legislature.
Senator Kunesh was elected to the MN Senate
in 2020. She successfully authored and cochaired the Missing and Murdered Task Force
in MN; completed in 2020. Currently, Mary is
working legislatively to start the Missing and
Murdered Relatives Office within the state
system and continues the work outlined in
mandates as a result of the MMIW Task Force
report.
She also authored and passed components of
the Increase TOCAI (Teachers of Color and
American Indian Act), modified concurrent
state law and reservation enforcement
jurisdictional authority, equity funding for our
BIE schools, and the first increase in MFIP
grants to Minnesota families in over 30 years,
and created the first Indigenous art grants and
language recognition.

Senator Mary Kunesh on how the Minnesota
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women's
Taskforce was formed
The Minnesota Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women’s (MMIW)
taskforce started with Mary Kunesh having a middle of the night epiphany in
2017. During her first session in the house of representatives in 2017, she
listened to the report coming out of Canada on their MMIW task force. She
heard the stories, the emotions, and the historic trauma of our Canadian
brothers and sisters.
It was the same summer that Savanna Greywind went missing. The whole
situation around Savannas murder, the lack of media attention, law
enforcement negligence, until it became so sensationalized about finding the
baby and finding her body, all of it really upset Kunesh.
This is when she had an epiphany, it became clear to her that Canada is doing
this report. That South Dakota started legislation, Heidi Heitkamp, who was a
federal level representative, started legislation “Savanna’s Act” right away.
She then had her epiphany, Kunesh said:
“Why isn't the United States doing anything? Why isn't Minnesota doing anything if South
Dakota is? Then I had like that aha! moment. YOU are a state representative, that's YOUR
job. You need to do that, Mary!”
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Kunesh’s grandfather is from standing rock, her mother was the last enrolled
member of their family, but they still have strong connections. Kunesh said:
“I remember hearing about my mother's aunt that went
missing and then later on, was found dead in a motel in South
Dakota. They of course said it was a suicide, but if you read the
reports and things that other people said it just was like another
epiphany, like, wow, she is one of our MMIW!! So with that
knowledge and background, in the middle of the summer, I
went back to the legislature and asked some of our house
researchers to help me put together a task force. I was new and
didn't quite understand things. I thought I could just ask the
governor to create one but no, we need legislation for that. So
what I did is I asked a very seasoned, knowledgeable person
who had worked with the tribes here in Minnesota, one of our
house research persons to put together just a basic preliminary
piece of legislation, a bill that we could work with. Once I had
that in hand, then I reached out to our, our native communities
across the state asking anyone and everyone who was
connected to violence against women and children and
domestic violence, working with native communities, what they
thought of this bill. And if they would give me feedback on it.
And we had a convening where I probably had about 24 women
around the table from all over the state, and then just as many
on the phone. And we went through the bill, we went through
the bill line by line and do we want this? Do we not want that?
And they really helped fine tune it and, and create it, you know,
bring it to where, where we were all satisfied with it. That was
the beginning of the bill. I want to say it was written by our
American Indian women. And it is for our American Indian
women, but it's not exclusively because we know that violence
happens with men and women girls and our two spirit. But we
had to create a piece of legislation that was palatable that we
thought could pass the different committees and would be in
agreement with our Republican counterparts. And so that's how
it began.” - Mary Kunesh

I asked Kunesh what barriers they faced while creating the task force, Kunesh
said:
“There is a general lack of understanding of the historic trauma of
our native communities, the lack of knowledge around
sovereignty and tribal rights. Just a lack of information,
understanding, and knowledge across the board, about the lives of
everyday Native American people in Minnesota or nationally.
Also at the time the Republicans were in charge. They had the
majority in the house, they had the majority in the Senate, and I
knew that as a DFL or a Democrat, I would need to convince my
GOP counterparts that this was important to do. I was a new
legislator. I didn't know anybody. I did not know how the process
worked. But I was dedicated and I had a handful of women that
were willing to come in and speak their truth and tell their stories.
A woman from AICHO said “Well, how can we get this hearing to
be heard?” And I said, well, there's an incredible mural up on the
outside of your building, if you could get some postcards of that
mural made and have people fill them out and send them to me,
I'll get them to the legislators. Five days later, she called, she said,
I got them, I'm ready. I was like, wow, send them to me. And she's
like, no, we're driving them down tomorrow. People have written
why this legislation was so important and they walked around and
they handed those out to all the legislators or anybody who would
take them.I said, when those people come out, you go right in,
just go in there, sit down and tell them why this is so important.
And they did that.
That's what really moved the legislation, the stories, the in-person
connections, having something tangible in your hand that is so
memorable. But we had to be careful with the bill. There are GOP
members that are not favorable to the whole sense of LGBTQ
folks.We had to be very careful about finances. We had to keep it
as lean and as trim as we possibly could. When you do a bill and if
there's any money connected to it, you have to do what's called a
fiscal note that says, this is how much it's going to cost from all
these different agencies and departments. There were agencies
and departments that said zero, it won't cost us anything. We will
absorb the cost because this is so important. So those were the
kinds of things that really made the difference and really got us
going and that made it so successful.” - Senator Mary Kunesh

Great Grandmother
Mary Lyons
Ojibwe Elder, formally known as a world-renowned Wisdom Keeper, an
Empowerment Coach, Activist and Author. She is an International Keynote
speaker and seminar leader, from the Parliament of World Religions, NYC Climate
March, Global Elder’s Gathering on Climate Change and a United Nations
Indigenous Observer, just to mention a few.
She is the author of “Wisdom Lessons,” focusing on self-development, self-care
and personal empowerment. Her platform passion is “Reweaving the forgotten
ancestral history and codes of the Great Mystery, we touch on moments in ‘therestory.” GGM Mary teaches seminars internationally, and has appeared on radio
and Zoom around the world during the pandemic. She has a passion for helping
people to broaden their perspective on reality, and for helping empower
individuals to recognize and step into their wholeness.
She has dedicated her life to helping people take command of their lives in highly
effective, powerful, positive ways. A pioneer in the human potential field, she has
spent nearly 50 years teaching thousands of people meditation, prayer,
affirmation, and intuition.
She is mother of 9, grandmother of 12 and a Great-grandmother of 1, not to
mention all the children that she has fostered throughout the past 50 years.
GGM Mary is a visionary co-founder of several global groups, from sobriety to
healing circles. Amongst, her strong commitments, she is one of the 5 women
whom co-founded the global “Grandmothers of the Sacred WE, etc. She developed
a Circle Leadership style of organizational structure to bring the collaborate
process to change the hierarchical structure in today’s society.

She continues to work at the intersections the criminal justice, environmental
issues, child welfare systems and develops policy and advocacy strategies to help
reduce the chances of family separation and MMIW (Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Women).
She is a writer, storyteller and has published books about spirituality, selfexamination, and cross-cultural understanding. She is also a community organizer
and has often appeared in the media as an activist for climate justice and social
justice issues. As an Ojibwe Elder, a non-violent direct action activist, she believes
we can change the world for the better again if we come together as a community.
In conclusion to her journeys, her strengths rest in the following;
GGM Mary felt there was little space for people of color and she wanted to assist
in creating that space. She brings a de-colonial and anti-capitalistic framework to
the mainstream environmental movement through spiritual wisdom lessons. She
speaks at rallies, city council meetings, schools, women prisons, global elder
circles and is currently an elder observer at the United Nations Forum on
Indigenous Issues.
Being an activist and policy changer; she’s worked on everything from Native
Lives Matter, Missing and Murdered Indigenous Relatives, LGBT & Transgender
2-Spirit support, Moms Clean Air Force organization, and bringing awareness and
action to protecting the four elements, Water, Air, Fire and Earth.

Mary Lyons on what people need to know about
Line 3
I asked Mary Lyons what she thought people need to know about Line 3,
she said:
"Well, what they need to know is color doesn't make a
difference. You cannot, you cannot remain in this planet, You
cannot remain in these societies using color, origin, religion,
anything, you cannot put a title as a security and what they
need to know as the same as us say, listen, you entered the
pools of water. You took that breath of air. You felt the fire and
you're on earth. Those four elements show no prejudice to
nobody and nothing on this planet. Nothing. We are the
oneness. It's just that the creator gave us a variety of colors. We
entered this classroom and we're going to leave this classroom.
There's no ands, ifs and buts about anything in there. But here,
my father would say, and my grandfather and my
grandmothers would say, their breath is shaky.

We all have a purpose here. I'll catch you up to a little bit on
Line 3 here, because I was around when Line 3 was first built
and was being put across our reservations, you know what had
happened? Well guess what? We have more cancer in our areas.
We never knew what cancer was, before the spills and the
toxins.
150 years ago, we never had cancer because we didn't have
anything that was cutting into the ground. And out there, we
never had missing mothers, missing sisters, missing brothers.
So the thing is, we're looking at our lenses and that's why
sometimes it's good that we're invisible, that we can move
through many worlds being unnoticed." - Mary Lyons

Sheila Lamb
Sheila is an Indigenous woman (Ojibwe/Cherokee) who wears many hats. She is a
Co-chair of the MN350 board, a city council member, MN MMIW Task Force
member, a certified sexual assault advocate, and works with trafficked and at risk
youth.
Sheila is also a survivor who uses her positions to address racial, social, and
environmental justice in order to leave the world a better place for the next seven
generations.

Sheila Lamb on Testifying for the Public
Utilitites Commision (PUC) Hearings
Sheila Lamb testified twice at the PUC hearings. Her first testimony piece,
covered sex trafficking, MMIW, and cultural medicines. Then she was
recalled as a witness as second time to deal specifically with sex trafficking
and MMIW issues.
Lamb recalled the second testimony as traumatizing and emotional, she said:

"It was the second time in June and it was the Enbridge workers
that all had their matching t-shirts on that sat in the back of the
room. I was talking about trafficking and I included our young
men. That was when the snickers were the loudest. It was a pretty
traumatic event. Honestly being a sexual assault survivor myself,
to think that something like that would be mocked and ridiculed
was painful, but then I thought of our relatives and that just
added to it on such a higher level. It was pretty rough. It was to
the point that Misty Babineau and my husband grabbed me one
on each side. When I finished testimony quickly, got me out of
the room. And as soon as the door closed, where I was away from
them, I burst into tears." -Sheila Lamb

Lamb also recalled feeling re-traumatized by the news of the sex trafficking
sting involving Enbridge workers in Minnesota, and sitting on city council when
she made the motion to turn down an Enbridge donation. She based it on the
issue of sex trafficking. Lamb spent that two weeks sending document after
document showing the link between extractive industries, sex trafficking and
MMIW, unfortunately it was afforded three vote to accept that donation. Lamb
said:
"I even had a city council member say to me, Sheila, everything you
said would happen has happened. And I'm really sorry. I don't condone
any type of violence and harm, but I still support the pipeline. And that
to me was still adding further insult to injury as well, because if
someone's being victimized, how can you continue to support a project
and viewing human lives as collateral damage?" - Sheila Lamb

Chris Stark
Chris Stark is a Native (Anishinaabe & Cherokee) award-winning
writer, researcher, visual artist, and national and international
speaker. Her first novel, Nickels: A Tale of Dissociation, was a Lambda
Literary Finalist. Her essays, poems, academic writing, and creative
non-fiction have appeared in numerous publications, including The
Palgrave International Handbook on Trafficking, University of
Pennsylvania Law Review; Dignity Journal; The WIP; Florida Review;
The Chalk Circle: Intercultural Prize-Winning Essays; When We Became
Weavers: Queer Female Poets on the Midwest Experience; Hawk and
Handsaw: The Journal of Creative Sustainability; and many others. Her
poem, "Momma's Song," was recorded by Fred Ho and the Afro
Asian Music Ensemble as a double manga CD. She is also a coeditor of Not for Sale: Feminists Resisting Prostitution and Pornography;
and a co-author of the ground-breaking research "Garden of Truth:
The Prostitution and Trafficking of Native Women in Minnesota."
Primary research she conducted with Native women survivors of
prostitution and trafficking on the ships in Duluth, Minnesota is
included in her article “Strategies to Restore Justice for Sex
Trafficked Native Women.” She is also co-author and co-researcher
of “Evidence of Survivor, Agency, and Researcher Collaboration: An
Example of an Emerging Model of Survivor Wellbeing.”
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Her writing has been nominated twice for a Pushcart Prize. In 2012 she
was named a “Changemaker” by the Women’s Press and was a Loft Series
Mentor Finalist. In 2019 she received the International Social Justice
Citizen Award from the International Leadership Institute. She has
appeared in numerous media, including NPR, MPR, PBS, Justice Talking,
and Robin Morgan’s radio show. She has spoken at law schools,
conferences, rallies, and at the United Nations (four times).
She has taught writing and humanity courses at universities and
community colleges for 18 years and worked as a Two-Spirit program
director at Minnesota Indian Women’s Resource Center. Currently, she
facilitates art and writing groups at Breaking Free in St. Paul, consults
with a variety of local and national organizations, and teaches writing
and literature at Anoka Ramsey Community College. She is a member of
the Minnesota Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women Taskforce. She
has an MFA in Writing and an MSW. Her second novel, Carnival Lights,
will be published July 1, 2021.

Chris Stark on her research on the
trafficking of Native women in
Minnesota
I asked Stark what her role in The Garden of Truth was and what
was that process like for her, Stark said:
"So I actually knew Melissa Farley with prostitution research
and education for many years. And then I was a member of
MIWSAC at that time. Me and this woman, Sam who is also a
survivor. She was stolen off White Earth when she was three or
four by a social worker and adopted out to a greek family. Her
mom and family never knew what happened to her. She ended
up in prostitution, heroin, addiction, other stuff and then
found her way back. One day when she found out she was
native, she thought she was greek her whole life. She found her
way back and the two of us did a lot of educational work with
MIWSAC because they didn't deal with the issue at that time.
I'm not talking bad about MIWSAC when I'm saying this. Sam
and I just helped them to start to address it and how to think
about prostitution and sex trafficking. So I just thought it'd be
really great for me to be able to collect information. Because as
they say at that time, it was about anecdotal about prostitution,
and sex trafficking in the Native community. I proposed the
idea that we connect with Melissa Farley because she already
had done her research. I think at that time it was like five
different countries and I thought it might be good to bring her
in because then our information is comparable and
contrastable with hers.
So yes, we just went forward together from there and we
created a culturally specific questionnaire and interviewed
survivors to create the Garden of Truth. It wasn’t until Eileen
and I put in our own proposal to speak at a conference in
Duluth that we presented our research. MIWSAC, those of us
who did the research, we were not invited to present this
information anywhere in Minnesota. So we were traveling all
over the country presenting information, but not in
Minnesota." -Chris Stark

I asked Stark how The Garden of Truth then lead to her research
on the ships, Stark said:
"After The Garden of Truth came out, I think it was two years
later, I decided to get an MSW. I transferred up to Duluth and a
friend of mine said a politician up there going around and saying
there's no more issues with trafficking, no more issues in
trafficking, not in the ships. Like it's all better, you know? And it's
like, they were trying to make good because in The Garden of
Truth about half of the women we interviewed were from
Duluth. We could've done many more days of interviewing in
Duluth, but we did not have the resources. Duluth was just over
the top with women who had been in prostitution and trafficking.
I heard that and I said to my friend, I was like, this is what you
should do. I got an idea, write up a questionnaire and you know,
talk to a native women who have been out on those ships and
gathered the information because it was like sort of the core of
when this issue started to be talked about at MIWSAC. That
whole thing with the “boat whores”. It's just like that secret thing
that's talked about amongst, especially Anishinaabe women but
isn't ever addressed by anyone.
So I thought, you know, this would be important. I constructed a
questionnaire and I did a small exploratory project in
collaboration with Mending the Sacred Hoop. We did the
interviews out of there and I thought, I'll put the final report
Mending the Sacred Hoops website, and seven people will read it
and we'll go, but we'll have gathered a little more information
specific to the ships.
So it really rose out of not only The Garden of Truth, but sort of
the desire by men in charge in Duluth to sort of tamp down what
was brought up in The Garden of Truth, specific to Duluth.
Which is that there is a ton of prostitution and trafficking of
Native women and youth there. They were trying to tamp down,
they were trying to say, “Oh, it's all okay now, that's not an issue
anymore. This prostitution and trafficking of Native women up
here, it's over with, and it's not an issue.” They were trying to do
damage control after The Garden of Truth came out. That made
me mad. So I was like, yeah right. It's stopped. I just thought it
would be good to do something specific to the ships because that
was really one of the seeds that brought us into The Garden of
Truth to begin with." -Chris Stark

I asked Stark why do you think that people seem to turn a
blind eye to these issues, Stark said:
"I think there's very different reasons for that. I think that that
depends on who you are in the world. Largely, largely depends
on that. We know that there's men out there who want to stop
this and are doing it for good reasons. We know that there's
women who are engaging in pimping out others. But I think it
largely is about who you are. I think that for a lot of women
this doesn't get talked about a lot, but are women conscious of
it or not? A lot of women understand that there's a duality. That
for their protection and their safety not being considered a
whore or a prostitute is one way that they deal with that threat
because that's how it is all the time.
I was running in a wealthy part of Minneapolis a few weeks
ago, and there was snow on the ground. This man steps with his
dog in front of me and my dog, and I can't get by the sidewalk
because there's snow. So there's nowhere for me to go and I
shouldn't have to go anywhere because he doesn't have a right
to do that. I literally said, can you get out of our way? And he
flipped and must have called me a whore 25 times. I think that
for men, there's probably less latitude as to why they do it. I've
seen some people say most men or all men. Some men might
view all women as whores. Most men view at least a few women
as whores. What is their motivation to challenge that, they
totally benefit from that. It's a card they can pull it anytime like
that man did with me on the street. I mean, he can pull that on
me for what? I didn't do anything, he stepped in front of me. So
it's something they can pull it anytime. It's white supremacy.
It's privilege, it's power.
I also think that more broadly speaking for maybe those people
who might be a little bit more aware of these issues and might
not want to participate in the power imbalances. Men and
women that know about what happens in prostitution and
trafficking, if you don't already, it turns your world upside
down. You are going to now start seeing the world as we as
survivors do." -Chris Stark

"You're going to go to your haircut appointments, your
barbers, and you're going to wonder, what does he do at night
to women and kids or on the weekends? We know that these
perpetrators are blending and are often very charismatic,
they're all around us. They have jobs and we interact with
them all the time and that they can be so normal. These white
men who are the predominant buyers, there're normal men.
They're also typically in positions of power over others,
whether they're social workers or police officers or politicians.
You have to have a lot of courage to really look at this and to
listen to survivors. And it's way, way easier and way, way less
unsettling to be like, Oh, it's a choice. Some of them are just
like that. They did something wrong. They wore the wrong
clothes. They walked the wrong way down the street or
whatever, the way that sexual assault survivors and particularly
prostitution and trafficking survivors get blamed for what
other people do to us.
So those aren't the only reasons, those are just some of the
ones that jumped to my mind. It's always about racism, sexism,
and misogyny. White men, anytime they want to play that
white supremacy card. They know they can scare people with
it or at the very least, unsettle people." - Chris Stark

How do you feel about Enbridge's
claims that this new Line 3 is safer?
Mary Lyons was around when the original Line 3 pipeline was
being built. She said that there was never cancer or sickness in
our communities until Line 3 started getting built. When I asked
her if she thinks the new Line is going to continue to make our
people sick, Lyons said:
"Yes, absolutely. I can tell you right now, it's coming from
Canada. The workers are not from here, none of what
they're putting in is not going to benefit people of the
United States nor Canada. It is being shipped out into
another world. It's probably going to come back on
another ship to come back to us again. And the sickness
will continue to get worse." -Mary Lyons

"The pipeline running under the Mississippi river, that's the craziest thing ever.
It's just insane. It is insanity. It's the definition of insanity." -Chris Stark
“Well, we could say it's going to be safer because it's newer pipes, they're bigger
pipes. The problem is that they've left that old line 3 to decay. They did not
maintain it right. I often will say they were not good neighbors, it's a Canadian
firm. They were not good stewards of our lands and our environment by letting
it decay to the point that it did. So that now they claim they need this new
pipeline. Unfortunately, they'll say it's safer than running it by rail or any other
way. You think of the billions of dollars that they spent, why didn't they
develop something that was impermeable? That they could use to transport and
think of all the jobs that would create permanently instead of these temporary
jobs. Most people think that Line 3 resistance is a Native thing, that it's an
Indigenous people thing, and it's only the native folks that are against it. I
would say that the vast majority of allies and supporters who are resisting this
are non-native people. So it's not a Native issue. It is a Minnesota issue. When
we look at all the people, all the different ally groups that are out there, I would
not doubt if white people outnumber Native people who are against Line 3. So
it's a Minnesota issue. There are more people that are concerned about this
than folks really recognize and acknowledge.” - Mary Kunesh
"Well, it's safer than a deteriorating pipeline. The age of the one it is, but how
can you call it a replacement when you're actually increasing production when
it's been proven time and time again that the oil isn't staying here, that it's the
dirtiest of oils. It's been proven that the need isn't there for the capacity that
they're using this new line. If it was just a replacement, they would replace
anywhere it was needed, to redo the whole thing with the same size pipe, the
same production capabilities and so forth, they've increased it, that's a new
line." - Sheila Lamb
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This new line 3 is NOT a replacement, it is a whole new line and
a different route. Enbridge is not removing the old pipe from our
land. They are leaving it to deteriorate in the ground, they are
leaving it to rot. Which will only cause damage to our natural
resources. I asked Sheila Lamb about Enbridge not removing the
existing pipe, Lamb said:
"You have to put in a special request that it's removed. The
average person, I can almost guarantee they don't have this
knowledge. I've also spoken with a few different homeowners
that are affected directly on the line, including their own
property or their property adjoins it. And the treatment they've
received has been just horrible to the point of them being
threatened. That's including a Carlton County homeowner. This
same gentleman witnessed them taking dirt and putting it in bags
where there was a problem with the line. They were trying to be
really covert about it. The only time that you're going to take the
dirt that you're removing and putting it in bags, is as if it's already
contaminated with oil. He called them out on that and he was
vilified by Enbridge for doing so and they've harassed him ever
since." -Sheila Lamb

Conclusion
Enbridge is not safe for the people or for the enviroment. Their
claims to be safe and Pete Stauber's claim that Line 3 is the safest
pipeline in America is FALSE. This is backed by the quantitave
data from the survey within this study, and supported by the
qualitative review of existing literature and the qualitative
personal interviews conducted within this study.
It is a fact that Enbridge is facing millions of dollars in fines
after environmental regulators said that they failed to promptly
report a 2019 leak from a pipeline near Fort Atkinson in
southeast Wisconsin. According to reports Enbridge filed with
state and federal authorities, more than 1,200 gallons of
petroleum product leaked from the underground pipeline,
contaminating soil and groundwater with toxic chemicals.
Enbridge violated two sections of state code by waiting more
than 15 months to report the leak (Associated Press, 2021).
It is also a fact that 30 years ago on March 3rd, 1991, the Line 3
pipeline ruptured, spilling over 1.7 million gallons of oil near
Grand Rapids, Minnesota. On March 3rd, 2021, the anniversary
of a catastrophic oil spill, more than 70 peaceful protesters were
cited and one was arrested. Water protectors were cited and
arrested while rallying against Enbridge’s Line 3 expansion to
stop the pipeline and ensure that an oil spill like that never
happens on Indigenous land again. Since 2002, Enbridge has
reported 307 oil spills to federal regulators, totaling 2.8 million
gallons of oil. The 1991 spill, not included in that figure, spilled
more than half as many gallons as Enbridge has reported since
2002 (Ginew Collective, 2021).

It is a fact that digital technology intersects with missing and
murdered Indigenous women. Technology facilitates multiple
forms of violence against women, including stalking, intimate
partner violence, human trafficking, pornography, child abuse
images, and online hate and harassment. Native American people
are more vulnerable as traffickers have easy access them on
social media platforms like Craigslist and Facebook, where they
use these services to “advertise” sexually trafficked youth (Bailey
and Shayan, 2016).
This is why I am contracting with MN350 this year to bring
these issues to the forefront. A more in depth report on specific
dangers and how to protect our youth will be coming later this
summer. Because it is a fact that online solicitation of minors is
directly linked to the Enbridge Line 3 pipeline and their workers.
Extractive industries such as Enbridge’s Line 3 pipeline pose a
direct threat to the safety of our land, our people, our lives and
our futures. It is evident that the rise of domestic violence and
assault cases are directly linked to the Line 3 pipeline, as well as
the online exploitation of our people and children. Tar Sands oil
is the dirtiest and most dangerous oil there is, the line 3 pipeline
replacement is much bigger and more dangerous to the
environment as it drills underneath the Mississippi river and has
potential to leak into our rivers and lakes. The out of state
workers are a direct threat to the safety of our communities.
Minnesota Governor Tim Walz is called upon to shut down the
Line 3 pipeline immediately.

It is also a fact that St. Louis County does
not track missing persons cases, or any of the
cases advocates and families believe are
women and children who have been taken
onto the ships. What are they hiding? Why
isn’t Sheila St. Clair on this list? On St. Louis
Counties website their missing persons page is
a shameful erasure of Indigenous women.
Their website of public records reads:
Missing - But Not Forgotten
Following is a list of persons who have gone
missing within St. Louis County over the
years. This list is published with respect and to
reassure all that though time has passed, the
missing have not been forgotten. With
descriptions like:
Lake Superior, Duluth Ship Canal
Never Found
Washed off pier in storm
How many bodies are in Lake Superior? How
many investigations were never properly
tracked or even investigated at all? When will
Minnesota start caring about our missing and
murdered Indigenous people? We are
forgotten, our people are not being searched
for, or even tracked on this website or in
databases. Why are we invisible in these
systems? We demand answers and
accountability. We demand the truth, we
demand that people in power stop using their
white supremacy card and start caring about
Indigenous people! Enough is enough. No
More Stolen Sisters!!

Recommendations
Each one of these twenty recommendations were formed from survey
responses and from interviews within this report. This report is the HARSH
TRUTH and HARSH REALITY Indigenous people face every single day, and
it must be stopped! Recommendations are:
Protect our people from exploitation surrounding extractive industries and
honor the traditional healing ways of Native people by:
Discontinuing the construction of new fossil fuel infrastructure.
Share the stories of the land and of the people who were stolen from this land
because they are never forgotten.
Invest in Native led social and racial justice initiatives. Let us lead this work.
Non-Native People need to be educated about the treaty rights, the boarding
schools and other forms of genocide, and how the non-Natives benefit from
that genocide. This will help show how/why extractive industries destroy the
land and people and must be stopped.
Alternative energy forms that do not intensify the effects of climate change
must be amplified and adopted across the world.
Extractive industries wield way too much power over government processes.
Native leadership at all the decision-making tables is one critical first step.
Systemic change that is rooted in Indigenous sovereignty.
Honor our Treaties.
Increased trafficking training led by survivors for EMT's, firefighters, police
and hospitality workers.

Public education and fund awareness campaigns that speak the truth
about these issues and the issues of trafficking on the ships.
Prosecute buyers and sellers with real prison time and no bargaining.
Police need to stop working for pipelines and start protecting the people
who are protecting our resources and people. It is us that is doing the
work to protect our people, when it should be the police. Police are a
part of the problem. Systemic change now!
Start holding the justice system accountable for our Missing and
Murdered Indigenous People, cases are not properly investigated and
murders are being written off as suicides in Duluth, MN.
Stop letting violent offenders plea bargain, Jackie Defoe and her babies
would still be alive if it weren't for the Carlton County justice system
and their lack of holding perpetrators accountable.
Stop Line 3. Stop Line 5. Stop all the pipelines. Stop Copper Nickel
Mining. Stop Man Camps.
Start holding politicians and men in power accountable, silence is
complicity.
Dismantle white supremacy.
Give survivors a seat at the table and see what changes can be made,
survivors are the experts and our knowledge is invaluable.
Communities across Northern Minnesota need to become aware of, and
stop, the law enforcement officers that regularly rape-for-pay, that use
sex trafficking "services" and even choose to not shut down sex
trafficking houses in Northern Minnesota because they, and their judges,
are CLIENTS!
FUND THE MINNESOTA MMIR OFFICE TO ENSURE THE
MANDATES OF THE MINNESOTA MMIW TASKFORCE ARE
FOLLOWED! Re-Authorize the Violence Against Women Act!

THANK YOU WATER PROTECTORS,
THANK YOU SURVIVORS, THANK YOU
FAMILIES, THANK YOU EVERYONE WHO
FIGHTS TO END THE GENOCIDE AND
EXPLOITATION OF OUR PEOPLE AND
SAVE OUR LAND
THANK YOU CREATOR FOR ALL THE
POWERFUL WARRIORS IN THIS REPORT
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“ My voice was silenced once before, now that I
found my inner warrior.. I will never be silent
again”
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